
Local California Consumer Bag Ordinances Currently in Effect

BANS FEE

Jurisdiction Plastic Bags (1) Bag fee (2) Reusable Paper Bags
Compostable/ 

Biodegradable Plastic

Specs for Paper 

Bags (3)

Specs for Reusable 

Bags (4)
Link

Alameda County yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Arcata yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Belvedere yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Beverly Hills yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Calabasas yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Capitola yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

ALLOWABLE BAGS

The below matrix provides an overview of local California consumer bag laws that have been grandfathered into the statewide legislation. The matrix references 

information directly stated in the local legislation, including the presence of a ban and/or fee, types of consumer bags allowed, and if paper or reusable consumer 

bags must meet specific criteria to be allowed for use.

California’s state-wide consumer bag legislation grandfathered in local jurisdictions that had enacted local laws prior to September 1, 2014.  This matrix provides a 

summary of the jurisdictions that have local consumer bag laws still in effect. Individual towns are not listed for counties that have county-wide ordinances (this 

includes Alameda, Napa, San Mateo, and Sonoma Counties).
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http://www.reusablebagsac.org/acwma-ordinance-2012-2-amended-ordinance-2016-2
http://www.cityofarcata.org/DocumentCenter/View/1018/Complete-Reusable-Bag-Ordinance-PDF?bidId=
http://www.cityofbelvedere.org/DocumentCenter/View/1964/806?bidId=
https://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/index.php?book_id=466
https://library.municode.com/ca/city_of_calabasas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT8HESA_CH8.17REUSPLCABAREPABAPRUSREBA
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Capitola/


Local California Consumer Bag Ordinances Currently in Effect

BANS FEE

Jurisdiction Plastic Bags (1) Bag fee (2) Reusable Paper Bags
Compostable/ 

Biodegradable Plastic

Specs for Paper 

Bags (3)

Specs for Reusable 

Bags (4)
Link

ALLOWABLE BAGS

Carmel-by-the-Sea yes no yes no yes Link to ordinance

Carpinteria yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Cathedral City yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Chico yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Culver City yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Cupertino yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Dana Point yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Danville yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Davis yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance
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https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/CarmelbytheSea/
http://www.carpinteria.ca.us/PDFs/pw_Single-Use Bag Ord.pdf
https://cathedralcity.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2375478&GUID=4308699A-3992-4080-9B4F-5FC02EDE01B6
http://chico-ca.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=479&meta_id=39846
http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/culver/themunicipalcodeofthecityofculvercitycal?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:culvercity_ca
http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/cupertino/cityofcupertinocaliforniamunicipalcode?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:cupertino_ca
http://www.danapoint.org/home/showdocument?id=11667
https://www.danville.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/162/Plastic-Bag-Ban-Ordinance---Approved-December-2014-PDF
http://recycling.cityofdavis.org/Media/Recycling/Documents/PDF/PW/Recycle/Single-Use-Carryout-Bags-Ordinance.pdf


Local California Consumer Bag Ordinances Currently in Effect

BANS FEE

Jurisdiction Plastic Bags (1) Bag fee (2) Reusable Paper Bags
Compostable/ 

Biodegradable Plastic

Specs for Paper 

Bags (3)

Specs for Reusable 

Bags (4)
Link

ALLOWABLE BAGS

Del Mar yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Desert Hot Springs yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

El Cerrito yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Encinitas yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Fairfax yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Fort Bragg yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Glendale yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Gonzales yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Grass Valley yes no yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance
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https://library.municode.com/ca/del_mar/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT11HESA_CH11.36SIEPLCATBAUSRE
http://www.qcode.us/codes/deserthotsprings/
https://library.municode.com/ca/el_cerrito/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT8HESA_CH8.22SIEBARE
http://www.qcode.us/codes/encinitas/
http://marinclimate.org/sites/default/files/documents/Fairfax Ordinance_0.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f016e4b08e9e0edeba31/1434578966599/FortBragg.pdf
https://www.glendaleca.gov/home/showdocument?id=6912
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Gonzales/#!/Gonzales05/Gonzales0554.html#5.54
http://www.cityofgrassvalley.com/files/attachments/news-notices/plastic_bag_ban_packet.pdf


Local California Consumer Bag Ordinances Currently in Effect

BANS FEE

Jurisdiction Plastic Bags (1) Bag fee (2) Reusable Paper Bags
Compostable/ 

Biodegradable Plastic

Specs for Paper 

Bags (3)

Specs for Reusable 

Bags (4)
Link

ALLOWABLE BAGS

Greenfield yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Hercules yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Hermosa Beach yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Indio yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

King City yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Lafayette yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Laguna Beach yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Larkspur yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Long Beach yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Published February 2021 Page 4 of 12 www.rila.org/retail-compliance-center

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Greenfield/
http://www.baglaws.com/assets/pdf/california_hercules.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/55e73219e4b07156fbd768d8/1441215001525/Hermosa_Beach_Single-Use_Bag_Ban_Ordinance_15-1356_adopted_09012015.pdf
http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/indio/cityofindiocaliforniacodeofordinances?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:indio_ca
http://qcode.us/codes/kingcity/
https://www.lovelafayette.org/home/showdocument?id=3322
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f0ffe4b0419c11745dbd/1434579199489/LagunaBeach.pdf
http://www.ci.larkspur.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/3961/Item-81-Single-Use-Plastic-Bag-Ban?bidId=
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f120e4b0419c11745e86/1434579232371/Longbeach.pdf


Local California Consumer Bag Ordinances Currently in Effect

BANS FEE

Jurisdiction Plastic Bags (1) Bag fee (2) Reusable Paper Bags
Compostable/ 

Biodegradable Plastic

Specs for Paper 

Bags (3)

Specs for Reusable 

Bags (4)
Link

ALLOWABLE BAGS

Los Angeles City yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Los Angeles County yes yes yes yes yes yes
Link to ordinance

Malibu yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Manhatten Beach yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Marin County yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Marina yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Martinez yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Mendocino County yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Millbrae yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f13ee4b0419c11745f26/1434579262303/LosAngelesCity.pdf
https://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=16274
https://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=16274
http://qcode.us/codes/malibu/?cite=9.28
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/55dcac98e4b01ebbf3f31b85/1440525464440/ManhattanBeach_BagOrd_2008.pdf
https://www.municode.com/library/ca/marin_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT5BURELI_CH5.46DIBAREOR
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f1bae4b00d5e961f8f8f/1434579386359/Marina.pdf
http://www.cityofmartinez.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?blobid=11101
https://www.municode.com/library/ca/mendocino_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MECOCO_TIT9HESA_CH9.41SIECABAREES
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f21de4b00ba91c810037/1434579485245/Millbrae.pdf


Local California Consumer Bag Ordinances Currently in Effect

BANS FEE

Jurisdiction Plastic Bags (1) Bag fee (2) Reusable Paper Bags
Compostable/ 

Biodegradable Plastic

Specs for Paper 

Bags (3)

Specs for Reusable 

Bags (4)
Link

ALLOWABLE BAGS

Milpitas yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Monrovia yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Monterey yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Monterey County yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Morgan Hill yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Napa County yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Nevada City yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Novato yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Ojai yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance
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http://retailcrc.org/RegGuidance/rcracompliance/Documents/Ordinance 287.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f233e4b0e4c2b152c87c/1434579507309/Monrovia.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f24de4b0e4c2b152c8f6/1434579533944/Monterey.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f25fe4b0e4c2b152c95c/1434579551293/MontereyCounty.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f27fe4b0d8b7b0b0ec89/1434579583096/MorganHill.pdf
http://qcode.us/codes/napa/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f2c0e4b0dd959fcbaeff/1434579648262/Nevada.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f2d4e4b043e244ccc471/1434579668985/Novato.pdf
http://ojaicity.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Adopted-Single-use-Bag-Ordinance.pdf


Local California Consumer Bag Ordinances Currently in Effect

BANS FEE

Jurisdiction Plastic Bags (1) Bag fee (2) Reusable Paper Bags
Compostable/ 

Biodegradable Plastic

Specs for Paper 

Bags (3)

Specs for Reusable 

Bags (4)
Link

ALLOWABLE BAGS

Pacific Grove yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Palm Desert yes yes yes yes no yes Link to ordinance

Palm Springs yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Palo Alto yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Pasadena yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Pico Rivera yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Pittsburg yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Pleasant Hills yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Richmond yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance
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http://www.cityofpacificgrove.org/sites/default/files/city-council/ordinances/year/14-015-reusable-bags.pdf
https://www.cityofpalmdesert.org/home/showdocument?id=11720
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f5f5e4b05b2c1b5d4277/1434580469464/PalmSprings.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f603e4b05b2c1b5d42b7/1434580483293/Palo+Alto.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f615e4b05b2c1b5d432e/1434580501674/Pasadena.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f625e4b05b2c1b5d4397/1434580517153/Pico+Rivera.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f638e4b05b2c1b5d440c/1434580536532/pittsburg.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f649e4b05b2c1b5d4460/1434580553089/PleasantHill.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/55dcb897e4b075dfe22cf05b/1440528535894/Richmond_bag_ord_approved.pdf


Local California Consumer Bag Ordinances Currently in Effect

BANS FEE

Jurisdiction Plastic Bags (1) Bag fee (2) Reusable Paper Bags
Compostable/ 

Biodegradable Plastic

Specs for Paper 

Bags (3)

Specs for Reusable 

Bags (4)
Link

ALLOWABLE BAGS

Ross yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Sacramento City yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Sacremento County yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Salinas yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

San Anselmo yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

San Francisco yes yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

San Jose yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

San Luis Obispo 

County
yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

San Mateo County yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f67ce4b05b2c1b5d457f/1434580604483/Ross.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/559b0585e4b05d22b1e6b5ba/1436223797509/Sac+Bag+Ord.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/571faccc20c647b3b22bd924/1461693644612/Sac+County+Ordinance+3_22_16.PDF
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f694e4b05b2c1b5d45d4/1434580628972/Salinas.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f6c4e4b05b2c1b5d46e7/1434580676851/San+Anselmo.pdf
http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/environment/chapter17plasticbagreductionordinance?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:sanfrancisco_ca
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/23916
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f956e4b0ab81730fd0c7/1434581334210/SanMateoCounty.pdf


Local California Consumer Bag Ordinances Currently in Effect

BANS FEE

Jurisdiction Plastic Bags (1) Bag fee (2) Reusable Paper Bags
Compostable/ 

Biodegradable Plastic

Specs for Paper 

Bags (3)

Specs for Reusable 

Bags (4)
Link

ALLOWABLE BAGS

San Pablo yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

San Rafael yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Santa Barbara City yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Santa Barbara 

County
yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Santa Clara City yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Santa Clara County yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Santa Cruz City yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Santa Cruz County yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Santa Monica yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance
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https://www.sanpabloca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3642/Signed-Plastic-Bag-Ordinance-2013-009?bidId=
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f97be4b0ab81730fd1cc/1434581371160/SanRafael.pdf
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/services/recycling/single_use_bags/official_ordinance.asp
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/55dccf9ae4b09069ee7e1774/1440534426888/Ordinance+based+on+SB+270.pdf
http://santaclaraca.gov/home/showdocument?id=12200
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581f9c8e4b07c609c098817/1434581448858/SantaClaraCounty.pdf
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaCruz/
https://www.smgov.net/uploadedFiles/Departments/OSE/Business/Bag_Ordinance_2348_signed_020811.pdf


Local California Consumer Bag Ordinances Currently in Effect

BANS FEE

Jurisdiction Plastic Bags (1) Bag fee (2) Reusable Paper Bags
Compostable/ 

Biodegradable Plastic

Specs for Paper 

Bags (3)

Specs for Reusable 

Bags (4)
Link

ALLOWABLE BAGS

Santa Rosa yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Seaside yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Solana Beach yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Soledad yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Sonoma County yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

South Lake Tahoe yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

South Padre Island yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

South Pasadena yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Sunnyvale yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance
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https://srcity.org/DocumentCenter/View/2142/City-of-Santa-Rosa-Ordinance-Number-4023-PDF?bidId=
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Seaside/#%21/Seaside08/Seaside0862.html%238.62
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SolanaBeach/#!/SolanaBeach05/SolanaBeach0501.html#5.01
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581fa8ee4b0304163b073c8/1434581646505/Soledad.pdf
https://zerowastesonoma.gov/uploads/documents/Ordinance_2014-02_Waste_Reduction_Program_for_Carryout_Bags.pdf
http://www.cityofslt.us/DocumentCenter/View/3448/Ordinance-1061?bidId=
http://www.baglaws.com/assets/pdf/california-soutpadreisland.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581fac5e4b0304163b074d0/1434581701774/SouthPasadena.pdf
http://qcode.us/codes/sunnyvale/


Local California Consumer Bag Ordinances Currently in Effect

BANS FEE

Jurisdiction Plastic Bags (1) Bag fee (2) Reusable Paper Bags
Compostable/ 

Biodegradable Plastic

Specs for Paper 

Bags (3)

Specs for Reusable 

Bags (4)
Link

ALLOWABLE BAGS

Tiburon yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Ukiah yes yes yes yes yes yes Link to ordinance

Walnut Creek yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

Watsonville yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance

West Hollywood yes yes yes yes no yes yes Link to ordinance
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http://www.townoftiburon.org/DocumentCenter/View/123/Single--Use-Bag-Ban-Ordinance-PDF?bidId=
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581fb30e4b0344e14751728/1434581808074/Ukiah.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581fb3ee4b0344e14751766/1434581822599/WalnutCreek.PDF
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Watsonville/#!/Watsonville06/Watsonville0607.html#6-7
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54d3a62be4b068e9347ca880/t/5581fb5fe4b0344e1475181b/1434581855631/WestHollywood.pdf


Consumer Bag Legislation Matrix Definitions

(a) made exclusively or primarily of soft plastic (a) recyclable paper bags

(b) non-biodegradable (b) reusable bags

(c) less than 2.25 mils thick (c) compostable/biodegradable plastic bags

In some jurisdictions, this also includes:

(d) marked or labeled as “biodegradable” or “compostable”

(e) not suitable for reuse 

(f) unable to be cleaned and disinfected regularly

(a) multiple uses (jurisdiction may specify the number)

(b) bag construction (material, presence of handles)

(c) ablility to be cleaned and disinfected regularly

(d) can be accepted for recycling in curbside programs

(e) printed on the bag is the name of the manufacturer, the location (country) where 

the bag was manufactured, and the percentage of postconsumer recycled material 

used

(f) displays the word “Recyclable” in a highly visible manner on the outside of the bag

(d) third-party certification demonstrating compliance with the 

provisions within the legislation.

(2) In the context of this matrix, fees may be present for one 

or more of the following allowable bags within a jurisdiction:

(4) Required specifications for reusable bags commonly 

include:

(a) contains no old growth fiber

(b) 100% recyclable, and contains a minimum of 40% post-consumer recycled 

material

(c) capable of composting, consistent with the timeline and specifications of ASTM 

Std D6400

(1) Bans typically apply to plastic bags with the following 

descriptions:

(3) Required specifications for paper bags commonly 

include:
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